TIMELINE: U.S. IMMIGRATION LAWS
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can come to America.
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America declares
independence from
Great Britain.
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U.S. government
says anyone who
lives here is a
citizen as long as

they are white.
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Lots of people
start to immigrate
to America,
about 6,000
people a year.
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More than 1 million

1840s

Irish immigrate to
America to escape

Most of the rules about immigration are decided by
each state, and there aren’t many rules about who

The U.S. government sets immigration rules
for the entire country and controls who can
immigrate to America.
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Immigration Service

coming to America.
Ellis Island opens the
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U.S. government

creates the U.S.
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o oversee people U.S. government passes a new
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immigration law that limits how

many people can come to America.

following year, More immigrants from European
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