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Lesson 18.17 “Media Literacy Part 2: Market Basket Case Study”
Unit 18: Civics and Government Today

	Lesson Objectives

	Lesson Competencies


	· Students will define media literacy  

	· I can recognize how media communicate values, information, and ideology. (Moose SS)


	· Students will evaluate sources to determine elements such as purpose, tone, bias, and motive 

	· I can analyze and explain how visual and multimedia elements of one or more texts contribute to the overall meaning, accuracy, author’s tone, or intend effect on readers. (ELA 3)


	· Students will analyze primary sources representing different perspectives about the same event

	· I can analyze and evaluate the ways two or more authors portray similar topics, events, or issues and interpret how the treatment affects the message (including use of historical or cultural contexts; or text types – political cartoons, primary-secondary sources, speeches, etc.) (ELA 3)



	Essential Questions 

	How has New Hampshire been shaped by many voices?
How have New Hampshire’s people shaped its government?

	Focus Questions

	How do people act as good citizens in a democracy?
What are the people’s rights and responsibilities?

	Estimated Time

	One 45-minute class session

	Materials &
Equipment
	Unit 18: Civics and Government Today, Learn It! “Media Literacy”
Class set of “Media Literacy Graphic Organizer”
Group sets of “Civic Action in New Hampshire” image set
Class set of “Market Basket Standoff: Background Information”
Class set of “Market Basket Standoff” media set
Class set of “Media Evaluation Organizer”








	Educator Introduction & Rationale

	
In the summer of 2014, a family feud within the leadership of Market Basket, grocery chain with stores across New Hampshire, led to a massive strike by employees and a boycott by customers. The conflict began when Arthur T. Demoulas, a beloved CEO of the company, was fired by his cousin, Arthur S. Demoulas. Arthur T. was known for his generous treatment of employees, offering high salaries, benefits, and bonuses. He was very respected by customers as well; he also kept prices low, making Market Basket a popular choice for New Hampshire and Massachusetts consumers. The strike and its aftermath were covered by local, national, and international media outlets. 

This is the sixth lesson for middle school students in Unit 18: Civics and Government Today. In this lesson, students develop the habits of responsible consumers of media through an analysis of primary sources related to the Market Basket standoff.  An activation activity presents students with historical sources to initiate a discussion around what elements are included. These sources represent what students so often see in social media: images. The goal is for students to understand that elements of photographs such as facial expression, signage, body language, and setting, all play a role in conveying a message to the consumer of that media. 

Students define “media literacy” and then apply their observational skills to selections of 2014 media coverage of the Market Basket standoff to identify intent, purpose, and bias. Students will work to interpret all aspects of media, from headlines, to captions, to elements captured in photographs. With this, students will come to recognize that media is produced with a purpose, whether it be from professional or nonprofessional journalists. 

An extension activity offers students the opportunity to use the framework of the lesson to investigate a current event of their choice. Please adapt all the material in this lesson, as necessary, to meet the needs of the students in your classroom. Please note, lesson vocabulary and definitions are at the end of the document. You may wish to preview these with your students.









	Before the Learning Activity

	
Student Reading 
	
Media and democracy. Direct students to read Unit 18: Civics and Government Today, Learn It! “Media Literacy” and complete ”Media Literacy Graphic Organizer” to demonstrate their comprehension of the material. 


	Learning Activity

	
Activation

	
Analyzing photographs. Divide students into small groups. Provide each group one of the sources, either digitally or in print, from “Civic Action in New Hampshire.” Direct groups to analyze their source noting who or what is present, specific details like facial expressions, signage, and captions, and coming to a consensus about the intended audience or purpose of the source. After 3-5 minutes, have each group share their thoughts and take questions / additional input from their peers. 


	Direct Instruction
	Defining “media literacy.” Project or display the definition of “media literacy” provided in Lesson Vocabulary. Consider sharing this additional definition from the National Association for Media Literacy Education: "the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, create, and act using all forms of communication”. Ask students to paraphrase the definitions. 


	Guided Practice 

	Applying media literacy. After providing students with the definition of media literacy, apply this definition through a whole group analysis of one of the sources from “Civic Action in New Hampshire.  
Ensure that students:
· identify the form of communication 
· describe details
· analyze the media to conclude on a potential purpose/ evaluate the source and its potential impact. 

Additional discussion could center around listing different types of media (radio, television, social media, music, art, literature, internet, print news, posters, billboards, commercials, etc). Consider using a student-suggested example of media doing another brief analysis.


	Independent Practice & Reflection

	Case study: Market Basket. Provide students with “Market Basket Standoff” and “Media Evaluation Organizer.” Direct students to complete the organizer for two sources of their choice. Ask students to share their evaluations in small groups or with the whole class.



	Extension
	Analyze a current event. Direct students to use the media evaluation organizer and research a topic from a current unit or a favorite topic. After they complete the evaluation form students can present their findings and conclude on if the media they analyzed has a clear message regarding what consumers should take from it, or if it leave room for people to come to their own conclusion.



	Supporting Materials 

	
New Hampshire Historical Society Resources

	
· Reporters covering the 1952 Primary
· Voter Check-In
· Newbury Town Meeting
· Save Market Basket sign


	Other Resources

	· Women’s Suffrage Parade 
· NPR report - Day 40 of the Strike 
· BBC Coverage on the Strikes 
· WCVB Boston - Standoff in Photos (25 slides) 
· WMUR - The Strike - 5 years ago in Reflection 
· WMUR YouTube Video - Behind the Scenes of the Protest 
· WMUR - NH Filmmaker creates Documentary of MB Strike 
· Lessons from the Strike 

















	Standards 

	
New Hampshire Social Studies Frameworks: 

· Civics and Governments: Rights and Responsibilities (SS:CV:8:4.1)


	NCSS Themes: 

· Theme 5: Individuals, Groups, and Institutions
· Theme 10: Civic Ideals and Practices


	C3 Frameworks:
 
· Participation and Deliberation (D2.Civ.10.6-8)
· Processes, Rules, and Laws (D2.Civ.14.6-8)


	Common Core ELA:

· Key Ideas and Details (RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2)
· Craft and Structure (RH.6-8.5, RH.6-8.6)
· Integration of Knowledge (RH.6-8.8, RH6-8.9)
· Comprehension and Collaboration (SL.8.1, SL.8.2)





	Lesson Vocabulary


	media
	(noun) The different ways of sending information to the public. 


	literacy
	(noun) The ability to read and write.


	media literacy
	(noun) The ability to identify different means of communication, to recognize and to evaluate the messages in the information, and to create your own communication.


	professional journalism
	(noun) The collection, verification, and dissemination of news and information to the public through media outlets.


	nonprofessional journalism
	(noun) The collection, dissemination, and analysis of news and information by members of general public, especially by means of the internet.
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