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The Preamble of the New Hampshire State Constitution

All men are born equally free and
independent; Therefore all government of

right originates from the people,
is founded in consent,

and instituted for the general good.
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What'’s the Danger?

Purpose for state government What does it mean? Why did the delegates include this idea?
in the N.H. Preamble ’ What were they trying to prevent?

“All men are born equally
free and independent”

“all government of right
originates from the people”

“founded in consent”

“instituted for the
general good”
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§TATTE o' NEW-HAMPSHTIRE
4 N,

"PROCLAMATIO.N.

“7 HERE AS a number of Towns, in the Countics of Chefhire and Grafton in this State, did at the Commencement of the

American Revolution, by a full Reprefentation, by their Delegares in the Congrefs afiembled on that O with the Dele-

gates from the feveral Towns in the other Counties, in the then Colony, now State of New: Hamp/bire, in an Application to the United ~

States in Congrefs affembled, requefting Leave to take up Government 5 and by their Advice did accordingly concur ia formi
adopting 2 Conftitution 4nd Plan for the governing this State, during the Conteft with Great-Britain g and afterwards, aficied to iint
10 a Body of Peotie, dwelling on the Weftern Side of Conneélicut- River, claiming to be a feparate and independent State, by the N
and have fince their Union as aforefaid, refufed Submiflion to the Autherity and Goverament of New-Hamp/bire, or to contribute their
able Part of Tax¢s and Supylies, for profecuting the War.

and
felves
Vermont ;

‘JU;JQNXOH-

And whereas the United States in Congrels affembled, always have, and ftill do, ia all Requifitions for Men, Monies and Stores of every kind,
calculate the Quota of New-Hamp/bire according to the Number of Inhabitants, contained on the Territory uader ic's Jurifli&ion, at-the Time
of the Revolution : And as the faid Congrels, by the Confedcration, particularly the firft and fecond Articles thereof, guaraatce to the feveral
States, that they fhall feverally retain their « Sovereignty,. Freedom and Independence 5 and every Pewer, Jurifdiflion and” Right, wbich was
< not by the Confederation delegated t5 the United States in Congrels affemnbled.”

And alfo, did enterinto a *firm League of Friendfbip with cach ather, for their common DefenceSinding themfelves to affift each other, againfé
<« any Force Fﬂ?red 10, or Attacks made upon them, or any of them, un account of Religion, Sovereigaty, Trade, &e.” " And likewife, by their Refolu-
tions of the feventh and cighth of Auguft Seveatcen Huadred Eighty-one, do exprefsly confine the New-Hampfbire Grants and the State called
Vermont, to the Weft Side of Conneélicut River—and refelve inthe Words following, viz. “That, in cafe Congrefs [ball recognize the Independenze
< of faid Peaple of Vermont, they will confider all the Lands Ile'lt:rz*'g g New-Hampthire and New-York refpectively, without the Limits of Ver-
< mont aforefaid, as coming within the mutual Guarantce sf Territory, aq&{ in the Articles of Confederation ; and that the United States, will
« accordingly gusrantee fuch Lands, and the farifdiGion cver the fame, againf? any-Claims or Increachments from the Inbabitants of Vermont aforefaid.”
And as by a following Refolution, pafied on the Twenty-firft of Augeft, A. D. 1781, they do in the moft explicit and peremptory Terms, de-
clare thizir fixed Purpofe, to adhere to the guarantecing of the States ot New-Hamp/bire and New-York, ascontained in the Refolution above recit-
ed, making it the Preliminary of admitting Zermont to ladependence and the feederal Union.

Yet notwithftanding, that New-Hamp/bire hath at all Times had the undoubted Right as aforefaid, to the Jurifdi®ion over the Towas in.the
Countics of Chefhire and Grafton ; suz hath forbora fully to enforce the fame, in expetation that Time and lenient Methods, would awaken
their Attention, conciliate their Affe@ion, and difpofe them to confult theis Tatereft, by peaceably acceding to ner rightful Authority. And atthe
fame Time, New Hemplbire hath been in Expeétation, that the Honorable the Congrefs, would finally determine, refpeéting its Claim to the Jurif-
diction on the Weftern Side of the River Conneéiicut : but while waiting for this Event, fo carncftly to be with=d, cériain Perfons oa the Eaftern
Side of the fai¢ River, who, in fome Inftances At leaft, have appeared unfriendly to the Revolution ; and who may therefore be fufpe@ed of the
moft dangerous Defigns againft the United States, have taken Advantage of the unfettled State of Things in that Territory 5 and under the Pretexe
of joining Vermoat, and cftablithing the Auchority thereof, have opealy and avowedly refifted the Authority of New-Hampfbire ; and proceeded
to moleft fome of the good Citizens thereof---to threaten and injure others for the fuppofed Crime, of denying and refifting their affumed Au-
thority ; and cven to drive them'from their Habitations : : \

THEREFORE, The COUNCIL axo HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES, in Gexirar Couvkr aflemblel,
have found themfelves reduced to the painful Neceflity, of ordering fuch an‘armed force into that Quarter, as may cffeually proteét the Civil
Magiftrates, afting under their Authority in performing the Dutics of their refpetive Offices, and in carrying the good and wholefome Laws of
this State into Execution, for the Reftoration of Order, and the Prote&ion of all their good Citizens.  And they do hereby SOLEMNLY
DE CL AR E, thatin purfuing this neceffary, tho’ difagrecable Meafure, they have no other Obje@ in view, than the preferving and reftoring
the public Peace,

And whereas, e Authority of New-Hampfbire catncftly with, the late gloriéus ftruggle for American Liberty, now apparently approaching
to an happy Iffue, may not be tarnithed by Civil Diffentions ; they hereby call on, and exhort the Inhabitants of the faid Countics of Chefhire
and Grafton, to keep a watchful Eye on the infidious Arts, of Fa&tious and Evil-minded Perfons, who, to ferve their ambitious Views, and difturb
the general Peace, would facrifice their beft Interefts.  And to convince the People of thofe Couaties, of the Mildnefs and Lenity of that Govern-
ment, to which they wifh them to return,’ they hereby engage to all Perfons therein, who may have accepted Offices under the faid State of Zer-
ment, or who under the pretended Authority thereof; have imprifoned ; or by any Means molefted, hindered or difturbed, the public Officers
of New-Hampfbire, or broke the Peace thereof, that they fhall receive full Indemnity therefor, fo far as the State is concerned, on the Condition,
that within FOR T Y D A Y S, from and after, the ifluing this Proclamation, they repair to fome Magiftrate of the State of New-Hampfhire,
and who hath not joined Fermant ; and in his Prefence fubferibe a Declaration in the Words following, Viz.-----W E whsfe Names arc beresunto
JSubferibed, do acknowledge and declare, that the State of New-Hampthire doth, and of Right ought, to extend to the Wpfiern Bank of ConneSticut
River ; ond that we will demean Ourfelves in future a5 peaceable Citizens of [aid State.

And in Cafe any Perfon or Perfons, £ aii from and after the firft Day of Felsruary nekt, prefume to difturb or moleft the Exercife of the law=

ful Authority of New-Hampybire ; or 1o exercife, aid orabet, the pretended Authority of Permont aforefaid within thofc Countics, he or they,
fhall be deemed Enemies to this, and the United States, and dealt with accordingly. y

By order of COUNCIL and ASSEMBLY, Jlee  p .,

EXETER, January 12th, 1782.
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Proclamation of Rebellion, 1782
Source: New Hampshire Historical Society
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Excerpt from Proclamation of Rebellion, 1782

(original first paragraph)

WHEREAS a number of Towns, in the Counties of Cheshire and Grafton in this State, did at the Commencement of th

American Revolution, by a full Representation, by their Delegates in the Congress assembled on that Occasion, unite

with the Delegates from the several Towns in the other Counties, in the then Colony, now State of New-Hampshire, in

an Application to the United States in Congress assembled, requesting Leave to take up Government ; and by their
Advice did accordingly concur in forming and adopting a Constitution and Plan for the governing this State, during the
Contest with Great Britain; and afterwards, affected to join themselves to a Body of People, dwelling on the Western
Side of Connecticut-River, claiming to be a separate and independent State by the Name of Vermont: and have since
their Union as aforesaid, refused Submission to the Authority and Government of New-Hampshire, or to contribute

their proportionable Part of Taxes and Supplies, for prosecuting the War,

Source: New Hampshire Historical Society
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These were five key concerns of the towns along the Connecticut River had about the 1776 New Hampshire Constitution:

Concerns of the Western Towns

It did not list or acknowledge any of the people’s rights.

There was no official process to change or amend it.

Only white men who owned a large amount of property could vote in state
elections.

All power to make laws was in the legislature; there wasn’t an executive or
judicial branch.

Population determined the representation of a town in the state legislature;
seacoast towns had more power.
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Directions: You have been chosen to visit the towns of western New Hampshire to talk to them about the newly written state
constitution. Your job is to use the information in Part I: Bill of Rights from the 1784 New Hampshire State Constitution to show
them that this newly created government has been put in place to protect people’s rights, not take them away. Use the space
below to brainstorm three key points you want to make in your speech. Use the back of this sheet to brainstorm: Why is having
a constitution important?

Persuading the West

What are three concerns about the state government that you want to talk about? These could be
1.
2.
3.

How does the State Constitution address these concerns?

Citizen’s Concern Evidence from the State Constitution How does this protect citizen’s rights?




