
          

 

 
 

The Preamble of the New Hampshire State Constitution 

 

All men are born equally free and 

independent; Therefore all government of 

right originates from the people,  

is founded in consent,  

and instituted for the general good.  



          

 

 
 

What’s the Danger? 
 

Purpose for state government  
in the N.H. Preamble 

What does it mean? 
Why did the delegates include this idea? 

What were they trying to prevent? 

“All men are born equally  
free and independent”   

“all government of right 
originates from the people”   

“founded in consent”   

“instituted for the  
general good”   



     
     

 

 

  

Map of New Hampshire, 1799 

Source: New Hampshire Historical Society 



     
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Proclamation of Rebellion, 1782 

Source: New Hampshire Historical Society 



          

 

 

Source: New Hampshire Historical Society  
 

Excerpt from Proclamation of Rebellion, 1782  
(original first paragraph) 

 
 

WHEREAS a number of Towns, in the Counties of Cheshire and Grafton in this State, did at the Commencement of the 

American Revolution, by a full Representation, by their Delegates in the Congress assembled on that Occasion, unite 

with the Delegates from the several Towns in the other Counties, in the then Colony, now State of New-Hampshire, in 

an Application to the United States in Congress assembled, requesting Leave to take up Government ; and by their 

Advice did accordingly concur in forming and adopting a Constitution and Plan for the governing this State, during the 

Contest with Great Britain; and afterwards, affected to join themselves to a Body of People, dwelling on the Western 

Side of Connecticut-River, claiming to be a separate and independent State by the Name of Vermont: and have since 

their Union as aforesaid, refused Submission to the Authority and Government of New-Hampshire, or to contribute 

their proportionable Part of Taxes and Supplies, for prosecuting the War, 

 

 

 

  



          

 

 

Concerns of the Western Towns 

These were five key concerns of the towns along the Connecticut River had about the 1776 New Hampshire Constitution: 

 

It did not list or acknowledge any of the people’s rights. 

There was no official process to change or amend it. 

Only white men who owned a large amount of property could vote in state 
elections. 

All power to make laws was in the legislature; there wasn’t an executive or 
judicial branch. 

Population determined the representation of a town in the state legislature; 
seacoast towns had more power. 

   



          

 

 

 

Persuading the West 
 

Directions: You have been chosen to visit the towns of western New Hampshire to talk to them about the newly written state 

constitution. Your job is to use the information in Part I: Bill of Rights from the 1784 New Hampshire State Constitution to show 

them that this newly created government has been put in place to protect people’s rights, not take them away. Use the space 

below to brainstorm three key points you want to make in your speech. Use the back of this sheet to brainstorm: Why is having 

a constitution important? 
 

What are three concerns about the state government that you want to talk about? These could be  

 

 1. 

  

 2. 

 

 3. 

 

How does the State Constitution address these concerns? 

 

Citizen’s Concern Evidence from the State Constitution How does this protect citizen’s rights? 

   

   

   

 


