
 

1952 PRIMARY BALLOT  

• Look closely at the names of the candidates listed on the ballot. Why 
do you think there are no candidates listed for vice president? How do 
you think people voted for a vice presidential candidate? 

 
• Adding candidate names to primary ballots was one way New     

Hampshire tried to get more people to vote during the primary      
election. What are some other ways that would help people get      
excited about voting?  

This document is a Republican ballot from the 1952 
New Hampshire primary. Before the 1952 primary, 
people could not vote directly for their favorite 
presidential candidate, like voters do today.        
Instead, voters elected delegates who would make 
that decision for them.  

On this 1952 ballot, people are still voting for     

delegates—those are all the names listed in the  
first three columns. Those people are running to be    
delegates to the national nominating convention, 
when the party ’s nominee will be chosen. 

The two columns on the right of the ballot list the 
names of people who are actually running for    
president on the Republican side. You can read the 
names in the detail below. 


