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When is the meeting?

Where will the meeting be held?

What issues will be discussed? Which
article addresses this issue?
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1. What similarities do you notice between the two warrants?

2. What differences do you see?

3. What similar issues do you notice from the 1841 town meeting that are also being addressed
today?

4. How will community involvement help resolve these concerns?
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i Manchester in Hillsborough Count i (Answers will vary depending on
i which warrant is chosen for

When is the meeting? | comparison)
Tuesday, March 9, 1841 at 9am When is the meeting?

Where will the meeting be held?

Baptist Meeting House on Manchester
Street

What issues will be discussed? Which
article addresses this issue?

What issues will be discussed? Which
article addresses this issue?

Articles 2, 3, 4, 5 — vote for local,
state, and federal representatives

Articles 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 - budget
considerations for the town
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Articles 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20

— zoning concerns in the town (where

the Town House and burying ground
should be, whether they should sell

land to Amoskeag Manufacturing)

Article 21 - Building a new fire
station
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Local Government Then and Now — Possible Responses

1. What similarities do you notice between the two warrants?

Answers will vary depending on which modern warrant is chosen for comparison, but
students should notice that the layout and language used in both warrants are similar
and that they both detail everything to be discussed in the town meeting.

2. What differences do you see?

Answers will vary, but using the 2025 Hopkinton example provided, students may
notice that there is a place for people to cast their vote and that there are vote counts
for each article detailing whether the Select Board and Budget Committee recommend
the Article to pass. There are also notes about how each article will affect the tax
rates citizens pay.

3. What similar issues do you notice from the 1841 town meeting that are also being addressed
today?

Examples of similar issues may be:

e Voting for local, state, and federal representatives

e Budget discussions, including what needs to be paid for and where that money
should come from

e Transportation, building, and zoning concerns - whether citizens think that
land in the town should be sold, rented, turned into a road, or designated for
particular use

¢ Public Safety - police, fire

4. How will community involvement help resolve these concerns?

Citizens of these towns get a direct say in what happens in the town. Not only do they
elect representatives to serve them at the state, federal, and local levels, they also
are able to directly vote on what happens to the land and resources of their
community. Town meetings are a chance for the community members to decide what
they think is best for their town and make their opinions heard. If everyone agrees
something should change, then the town meeting is when they can plan to make it
happen.



