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The Articles of Confederation, Article III: 

“The states hereby 
enter into a firm 

league of friendship 
with each other.” 
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Articles of Confederation 

Excerpt on the Structure of Government 

 

Article 5. For the more convenient management of the general interests of 

the united states, delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as 

the legislature of each state shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first 

Monday in November, in every year, with a power reserved to each state to 

recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and to send 

others in their stead, for the remainder of the Year. . . . 

Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the states, 

and while they act as members of the committee of the states. 

In determining questions in the united states, in Congress assembled, 

each state shall have one vote. . . . 

Article 9. . . . The united states, in congress assembled, shall never 

[perform any of the duties laid out in this document] unless nine states 

assent to the same, nor shall a question on any other point, except for 

adjourning from day to day, be determined, unless by the votes of a 

majority of the united states in congress assembled. . . . 

Article 10. The committee of the states, or any nine of them, shall be 

authorized to execute, in the recess of congress, such of the powers of 

congress as the united states, in congress assembled, by the consent of nine 

states, shall, from time to time, think expedient to vest them with; provided 

that no power be delegated to the said committee, for the exercise of which, 

by the articles of confederation, the voice of nine states, in the congress of 

the united states assembled, is requisite. . .  

Article 13. Every State shall abide by the determinations of the united 

states, in congress assembled, on all questions which by this confederation 

are submitted to them. And the Articles of this confederation shall be 

inviolably observed by every state, and the union shall be perpetual; nor 

shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them, unless 
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such alteration be agreed to in a congress of the united states, and be 

afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of every state. 
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 Main Points of this Article 
Article 5  

 
 
 
 
 

Article 9  
 
 
 
 
 

Article 10  
 
 
 
 
 

Article 13  
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Government Created by the Articles of Confederation 
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1. How many votes does each state get in the congress? 

 

 

 

2. How many states need to agree for the congress to perform any of its 

duties? 

 

 

 

3. Who runs the government when congress is not in session? 

 

 

 

4. When does the congressional session begin each year? 

 

 

 

5. How can the Articles of Confederation be changed? 

 

 

 

6. How long will this “union” of the states last? 

 

Articles of Confederation excerpt 

Powers of the Government 



   moose.nhhistory.org
   

    
 

 

Article 1. The Stile of this confederacy shall be, “The United States of 

America.” 

Article 2. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, 

and every Power, Jurisdiction and right, which is not by this confederation 

expressly delegated to the United States, in Congress assembled. 

Article 3. The said states hereby severally enter into a firm league of 

friendship with each other, for their common defence, the security of their 

Liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, binding themselves to assist 

each other, against all force offered to, or attacks made upon them, or any 

of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence 

whatever. 

Article 4. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and 

intercourse among the people of the different states in this union, the free 

inhabitants of each of these states . . . shall be entitled to all privileges and 

immunities of free citizens in the several states; and the people of each 

state shall have free ingress and regress to and from any other state, and 

shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the 

same duties, impositions and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof 

respectively. . . . 

If any Person guilty of, or charged with, treason, felony, or other high 

misdemeanor in any state, shall flee from Justice, and be found in any of the 

united states, he shall upon demand of the Governor or executive power of 

the state from which he fled, be delivered up, and removed to the state 

having jurisdiction of his offence. 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these states to the 

records, acts and judicial proceedings of the courts and magistrates of every 

other state. . . . 

Article 6. No State, without the Consent of the united States, in congress 

assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or 

enter into any conference, agreement, alliance, or treaty, with any King 

prince or state; nor shall any person holding any office of profit or trust 

under the united states, or any of them, accept of any present, emolument, 
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office, or title of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state; 

nor shall the united states, in congress assembled, or any of them, grant 

any title of nobility. 

No two or more states shall enter into any treaty, confederation, or 

alliance whatever between them, without the consent of the united states, in 

congress assembled. . . . 

No State shall lay any imposts or duties, which may interfere with any 

stipulations in treaties, entered into by the united States in congress 

assembled, with any king, prince, or State, in pursuance of any treaties 

already proposed by congress, to the courts of France and Spain. 

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace, by any state, 

except such number only, as shall be deemed necessary by the united 

states, in congress assembled, for the defence of such state, or its trade; 

nor shall any body of forces be kept up, by any state, in time of peace, 

except such number only as, in the judgment of the united states, in 

congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite to garrison the forts 

necessary for the defence of such state; but every state shall always keep 

up a well regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and accoutred, 

and shall provide and constantly have ready for use, in public stores, a due 

number of field pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, 

ammunition, and camp equipage. 

No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the united 

States in congress assembled, unless such State be actually invaded by 

enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a resolution being formed 

by some nation of Indians to invade such State, and the danger is so 

imminent as not to admit of a delay till the united states in congress 

assembled, can be consulted. . . .  

Article 7. When land forces are raised by any state, for the common 

defence, all officers of or under the rank of colonel, shall be appointed by the 

legislature of each state respectively by whom such forces shall be raised, or 

in such manner as such state shall direct, and all vacancies shall be filled up 

by the state which first made appointment. 
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Article 8. All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred 

for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the united states 

in congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common treasury, which 

shall be supplied by the several states, in proportion to the value of all land 

within each state. . . . The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and 

levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures of the several states 

within the time agreed upon by the united states in congress assembled. 

Article 9. The united states, in congress assembled, shall have the sole and 

exclusive right and power of determining on peace and war . . . of sending 

and receiving ambassadors; entering into treaties and alliances, provided 

that no treaty of commerce shall be made. . . . 

The united states, in congress assembled, shall also be the last resort 

on appeal, in all disputes and differences now subsisting, or that hereafter 

may arise between two or more states concerning boundary, jurisdiction, or 

any other cause whatever. . . . 

The united states, in congress assembled, shall also have the sole and 

exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by 

their own authority, or by that of the respective states - fixing the standard 

of weights and measures throughout the united states - regulating the trade 

and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the states; 

provided that the legislative right of any state, within its own limits, be not 

infringed or violated - establishing and regulating post-offices from one state 

to another, throughout all the united states . . . - appointing all officers of 

the land forces in the service of the united States, excepting regimental 

officers - appointing all the officers of the naval forces, and commissioning 

all officers whatever in the service of the united states; making rules for the 

government and regulation of the said land and naval forces, and directing 

their operations. 

Article 11. Canada acceding to this confederation, and joining in the 

measures of the united states, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the 

advantages of this union: but no other colony shall be admitted into the 

same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine states. . . . 
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