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Lesson 18.19: Three Branches 

                                                          Three Branches Tiles 

Created by Article 1 of the 
U.S. Constitution 

Settles disputes between 
people 

Located in the U.S. Capitol 

 

Makes the laws 

 

Includes the U.S. Supreme 
Court 

Created by Article 3 of the 
U.S. Constitution Has 9 Supreme Court judges Supreme Court judges 

appointed for life 

Settles disputes between 
states 

Represented by the U.S. 
Congress 

Decides if laws follow the 
Constitution 

Located in the Supreme 
Court building 

Head of this branch limited to 
two 4-year terms Carries out the laws Commands military Signs or vetoes laws 

Punishes law breakers Has 2 houses: House of 
Representatives & Senate 

Officials in this branch are 
elected for 2- or 6-year 

terms 
Declares war 

Creates federal budget Prints currency Approves treaties with other 
countries Can override a veto 

Appoints judges Includes the president Located in the White House Created by Article 2 of the 
U.S. Constitution 

Oversees the federal 
bureaucracy Directs foreign policy Advised by a Cabinet Approves appointments of 

judges 
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Lesson 18.19: Three Branches 

Three Branches of Federal Government 
 

 
 

Legislative Executive Judicial 
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Lesson 18.19: Three Branches 
Three Branches of Federal Government – Answer Key 
 

Legislative Executive Judicial 
• Created by Article 1 

 
• Creates the federal budget 

 
• Represented by the U.S. Congress 

 
• Has 2 Houses: House of 

Representatives and Senate 
 

• Prints currency 
 

• Located in the U.S. Capitol 
 

• Have 2- or 6-year terms 
 

• Approves treaties with other 
countries 
 

• Makes the laws 
 

• Declares war 
 

• Can override a veto 
 

• Approves appointments of judges 

• Head of this branch limited to two 
4-year terms 
 

• Oversees the federal bureaucracy 
(offices) 
 

• Carries out the laws 
 

• Includes the president 
 

• Directs foreign policy 
 

• Commands the military 
 

• Located in the White House 
 

• Signs or vetoes laws 
 

• Created by Article 2 of the U.S. 
Constitution 
 

• Appoints judges 
 

• Advised by a Cabinet 

• Includes the Supreme Court 
 

• Settles disputes between states 
 

• Punishes law breakers 
 

• Settles disputes between people 
 

• Created by Article 3 
 

• Has 9 Supreme Court judges 
 

• Decides if laws follow the U.S. 
Constitution 
 

• Supreme Court judges appointed 
for life 
 

• Located in the Supreme Court 
building 
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Lesson 18.19: Three Branches 
 
Name _____________________________________________ 

 
Checks and Balances 

 
The Founders designed the three branches of the federal government so that each 
would check the power of the others. They did not want one of the branches to 
become more powerful than the others. 
 
Six tiles from the “Three Branches of the Federal Government” chart are listed 
below. For each power, write down which branch holds the power, and which branch 
is being checked. 
 
 
1. Creating the federal budget. 
 
Which branch has this power? ___________________ 
 
Which branch is being checked? __________________ 
 
2. Deciding a law is unconstitutional. 
 
Which branch has this power? ___________________ 
 
Which branch is being checked? __________________ 
 
3. Can veto a law. 
 
Which branch has this power? _______________ 
 
Which branch is being checked? _____________ 
 

4. Can override a veto. 
 
Which branch has this power? ______________ 
 
Which branch is being checked? _____________ 
 
5. Approves appointment of judges. 
 
Which branch has this power? ______________ 
 
Which branch is being checked? _____________ 
 
6. Approves treaties with other countries. 
 
Which branch has this power? _______________ 
 
Which branch is being checked? ______________ 



    

     moose.nhhistory.org 
 
Lesson 18.19: Three Branches 
 
Name _____________________________________________ 

 
Checks and Balances—Answer Key 

The Founders designed the three branches of the federal government so that each 
would check the power of the others. They did not want one of the branches to 
become more powerful than the others. 
 
Six tiles from the “Three Branches of the Federal Government” chart are listed 
below. For each power, write down which branch holds the power, and which branch 
is being checked. 
 
 

1. Creating the federal budget. 
 
Which branch has this power? legislative 
 
Which branch is being checked? executive 
 
2. Deciding a law is unconstitutional. 
 
Which branch has this power? judicial 
 
Which branch is being checked? legislative 
 
3. Can veto a law. 
 
Which branch has this power? executive 
 
Which branch is being checked? legislative 
 
 

4. Can override a veto. 
 
Which branch has this power? legislative 
 
Which branch is being checked? executive 
 
5. Approves appointment of judges. 
 
Which branch has this power? legislative 
 
Which branch is being checked? executive, judicial 
 
6. Approves treaties with other countries. 
 
Which branch has this power? legislative 
 
Which branch is being checked? executive 









Organization of the federal government 
Legislative Branch  

The U.S. Congress 

(See Article 1 of the U.S. Constitution) 

 

U.S. House of Representatives 

 435 members representing all 50 states 

 

U.S. Senate 

 100 members, with 2 members from each 

of the 50 states 

Executive Branch 
The President 

(See Article 2 of the U.S. Constitution) 

 

U.S. President 

 Office of the White House 

 

Departments 

 15 departments 

 

Independent Agencies 

Judicial Branch 
The Courts 

(See Article 3 of the U.S. Constitution 
and the Judiciary Act of 1789) 

 

U.S. Supreme Court 

 9 justices appointed to life terms 

 

Federal Court System 

 District courts 

 Appeals courts 

 Special courts 
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