
 

Tips for Using the Student Content Readings  
 

The student content for this curriculum is designed to be used in many ways. 

Here are suggestions for reading activities and strategies that support 
independent and guided reading at different stages of each unit. Please note 

that some lessons in this unit use the student content in their learning 

activities. 

• Introducing Units: Preview the student content before diving into 
lesson plans and activities. Ask students to skim the text by looking for 

key design elements. What are the headings? What do they say about 

the big ideas of the unit? Look for words in bold. What are the 

important vocabulary words used in this unit? Which are familiar? 
Which are not? What kinds of graphics or images are used in this 

content? Which important ideas do they illustrate? 

• Developing Understanding: Some lesson plans direct you to specific 

sections of the student content, but the student content should be 
revisited throughout completion of a unit. Students can create visual 

representations of specific sections, summarize paragraphs, or 

complete jigsaw chunking and present their section summaries to 

other students. 

• Reviewing Concepts: After lessons, return to the student content to 

look for evidence of the concept explored in the lesson. Students can 

create timelines, cause and effect charts, mind maps, and Venn 

diagrams using the information provided in each section. 

• Extending Comprehension: Students can develop a review quiz for 

fellow students by writing their own questions about the information in 

each section.  Translating the content into data that can be displayed 

on a map or graph is another way to extend comprehension of the 

text. 

 


