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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Name           

Breaking news! EIGHT of the 13 states have ratified the U .S. Constitution. Only one more state needs to ratify  for it to be legal . 

Four states have not yet ratified and seem unwilling  to do so. This means that New Hampshireôs vote on ratification will be 

historic and important . Will the Constitution become law? Will New Hampshireôs vote be the one that adopts  a new form of 

government ? 

 

You have a serious  job.  

¶ First, you must carefully look at  the claims and evi dence about the ratification of the Constitution .  

¶ Then, you must decide whic h claim is correct, based on the evidence.   

¶ Finally, you must write  a paragraph to persuade others of your claim. Give them the claim, the evidence, and your 

reasoning , explainin g why the evidence supports your  claim.  

 

This seems like a lot, but we will do it a bit at a time.  

When you have completed your writing, you will have a chance to meet with others to figure out  how you will persuade the 

convention of your ideas . Work har d to understand the claims and the evidence ðthe future of the nation is at stake!  

 

The evidence you are about to examine contains actual ideas from the writers in 1787 and 1788 who were trying to persuade 

the country. They did not write under their own nam es but instead shared ñpen namesò to hide their identities. 

 

Claim : The Constitution should be ratified. It is the best form 

of government for us because it is based on the agreement  of 

the people . It will lead us well without having too much 

power.  

 

Writers called themselves : Publius  

Actual writers:  James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, John 

Jay   

Claim : We should not ratify the Constitution. We are worried 

the federal (national)  government will have too much power 

over the states. We are afraid it will take away peopleôs 

rights . 

Writers called themselves:  Brutus and Centinel (among 

others)  

Actual writers:  Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, John 

Hancock  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Name        Evidence 1, ñNoò 

 

No, we should not ratify the Constitution. We are worried the federal  

government will have too much power over the states. We are afraid it will take away peopleôs rights . 

: We kn ow the plan is to create three branches of government with separate, balanced powers 

so that government  can serve the common good. But, there has never been a successful government like 

this. The branches will compete for power even though they are suppose d to work together. Three 

branches of government will always end in two of them uniting and destroying the third.  
 

Centinel, October 5, 1787  

  

1.  Why is Centinel concerned about three branches of government?  

 

 

 

2.  Do you agree? Why or why not?  

 

 

 

3.  Does t his evidence  persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to  10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

        Evidenc e 2, ñNoò 

 

No, we should not ratify the Constitution. We are worried the federal  

government will have too much power over the states. We are afraid it will take away peopleôs ri ghts . 

: The Constitution has something called the ñsupremacy clause.ò It says that the Constitution 

and any law made by  the federal  government is more powerful than state laws.  
 

This government is supposed to be states coming together to make a fair and good government. 

However, the supremacy clause shows the Constitution is really about the federal  government having 

power over the states. This will make the laws of the states useless and cancelled. This is not right.  
 

Brutus, October 18,  1787  

 

1.  What does the supremacy clause say?  

 

 

2.  Why is Brutus concerned about it? Do you agree ? Why?  

 

 

 

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to  10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Evidence 3, ñNoò 

 

No, we should not ratify the Constitution. We are worried t he federal  

government will have too much power over the states. We are afraid it will take away peopleôs rights . 

: The Constitution has something called the ñnecessary and proper clause.ò It says that the 

federal  government can make al l laws it thinks are necessary and good in order to run the nation. For 

example, they can raise armies, collect taxes , spend the money, and control trade.  
 

We are afraid the Constitution will get rid of the state governments. If the federal  government can  make 

ALL laws that are necessary and good for the nation, could the laws it makes get rid of the states? We 

believe yes.  
 

Brutus, October 18, 1787  

1.  What is the ñnecessary and proper clauseò?  

 

 

2.  Why does Brutus think it is a problem? Do you agree? W hy?  

 

 

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to  10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
 



       moose.nhhistory.org  

 
 

Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Evidence 4, ñNoò 

 

No, we should not ratify the Constitution. We are worried the federal  

government will have too much power over the states. We are afraid it will take away peop leôs rights . 

: The only way we can be safe against a federal  government having too much power is by 

creating a Bill of Rights  to protect the rights of the people and the states . The federal  government can 

make laws to take power away f rom the states and the people; this is dangerous to freedom .  

We can hope that the federal  government will be made up of good, fair people who wouldnôt take rights , 

but how can we know what will happen in the future? Where is it written that their power s are limited? 

We must protect ourselves and our rights  and make a Bill of Rights.  
 

Antifederalist No. 46, Fall 1787  

 

1.  What does the  Bill of Rights do?  

 

 

 

 

2.  Why does the writer think that it is needed? Do you agree? Why?  

 

 

 

 

3.  Does this evidence persu ade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to  10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Evidence 1, ñYesò 

 

The Constitution should be ratified. It is the best form of government for us because it is 

based in the agreement  of the people. It will lead us well without having too much power.

:  The Constitution limits power by splitting the government into three parts or branches. It 

does this because to put all powers in the same hands would create a dictatorship.  

 
 

Publius, February 1, 1788   

 

1.  How does Publius say the Constitution limits power?  

 

 

2.  Why does Publius think three branches are necessary? Do you agree? Why?  

 

 

 

 

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to  10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Evidence 2, ñYesò 

 

The Constitution should be ratified. It is the best form of government for us because it is 

based in the agreement  of the people. It will lead us well without having too much power.

: The people are well protected because whatever laws Congress makes will also be for the 

political leaders a nd their friends. This is one of the stronges t bonds that can connect rulers and the 

people together. It will keep the government from controlling the people too much.  

 
 

Publius, February 19, 1788  

 

1.  How are the people and Congress connected, according to Publius?  

 

 

2.  Why does Publius think the pe ople are protected from Congressô power? Do you agree? Why?  

 

 

 

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to  10?   

  

Important note: This quote has be en edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Evidence 3, ñYesò 

 

The Constitution should be ratified. It is the best form of government for us because it is 

based in the agreement  of the people. It will lead us well without having too much power.

: We fought for a fair and balanced government. We did not fight for a government with 

unlimited power. Our government will have power divided and balanced among the bra nches of 

government. There will be limits put in place so that each of the parts of government can help check and 

balance the other.  
 

Publius, February 1, 1788  

 

1.  What does Publius say the government will have?  

 

 

 

2.  Why does Publius think it is good f or the government to have power divided and balanced?  Do you agree? Why?  

 

 

 

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to  10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Evidence 4, ñYesò 
 

The Constitution should be ratified. It is the best form of government for us because it is 

based in the agreement  of the people. It will lead us well without having too much power.

: The powers given to the federal  government by the Constitution are few and canôt be 

change d. Also, the federal  government will mostly deal with politics and money wit h other  government s. 

The workings of the federal  government will really be important in times of war and national danger.  
 

The powers that are left to the states are many and unlimited. And the statesô powers will be all about 

the everyday lives of the people. The workings of the state governments will be important in times of 

peace and safety.  
 

Publius, January 26, 1788  

 

1.  Fill in the 

chart.  

Describe the 

powers  

 

 

 

 

What does it 

deal with?  

 

 

 

 

When is it 

import ant?  

 

 

 

 

2.  What is Publius trying to say by comparing the state and federal  governments? Do you agree? Why?  

 

 

 

 

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to  10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Name   Answer Key: Possible responses  Evidence 1, ñNoò 

 

No, we should not  ratify the Constitution. We are worried the federal  

government will have too much power over the states. We are afraid it will take away peopleôs rights . 

: We know the plan is to create three branches or parts of government with separate, bala nced 

powers so that government  can serve the common good. But, there has never been a successful 

government like this. The branches will compete for power even though they are supposed to work 

together. Three branches of government will always end in two o f them uniting and destroying the third.  
 

Centinel, October 5, 1787  

  

1.  Why is Centinel concerned about three branches of government?  

He is concerned because there has never been a successful government with three competing branches. He 

thinks two of the branches will always come together and ally against the third branch.  

 

2.  Do you agree? Why or why not?  

 

I donôt know. I think heôs right to be concerned but if the writers of the Constitution think about this 

problem, maybe they can set things up so tha t it wonôt happen.  

 

 

 

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to 10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to re ad.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

      Answer Key: Possible responses  Evidence 2, ñNoò 

 

No, we should not ratify the Constitution. We are worried the federal  

government will have too much power o ver the states. We are afraid it will take away peopleôs rights . 

: The Constitution has something called the ñsupremacy clause.ò It says that the Constitution 

and any law made by the federal government is more powerful than state laws.  
 

This government is supposed to be states coming together to make a fair and good government. 

However, the supremacy clause shows the Constitution is really about the federal government having 

power over the states. This will make the laws of the states u seless and cancelled. This is not right.  
 

Brutus, October 18, 1787  

 

1.  What does the supremacy clause say?  

It says that any law made in the federal government is more powerful than laws made in the states. The 

federal government will always matter mor e when thinking about what is against the law or ok under the 

law.  

2.  Why is Brutus concerned about it? Do you agree ? Why?  

He thinks that the power of the federal  government to make the most important laws will make the state 

laws less or useless. I think t his could be a problem. What is people in the federal  government wanted to 

take state power away?  

 

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to 10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Answer Key: Possible responses  Evidence 3, ñNoò 

 

No, we should not ratify the Constit ution. We are worried the federal  

government will have too much power over the states. We are afraid it will take away peopleôs rights . 

: The Constitution has something called the ñnecessary and proper clause.ò It says that the 

federal  government can make all laws it thinks are necessary and good in order to run the nation. For 

example, they can raise armies, collect taxes, spend the money, and control trade.  
 

We are afraid the Constitution will get rid of the state governments. If the  federal government can make 

ALL laws that are necessary and good for the nation, could the laws it makes get rid of the states? We 

believe yes.  
 

Brutus, October 18, 1787  

1.  What is the ñnecessary and proper clauseò?  

It says that the federal governme nt can make all the laws that are necessary for the government to run, 

even ones the writers of the Constitution hadnôt thought of. 

2.  Why does Brutus think it is a problem? Do you agree? Why?  

He is worried that they will make laws that get rid of the states . I guess that could happen, but I also think 

the necessary and proper clause is important because the writers never thought about the internet. What if 

the federal government needs to make a law about it? It should have the power to make laws that it need s 

to.  

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to 10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Answer Key: Possible responses  Evidence 4, ñNoò 

 

No, we should not ratify the Constitution. We are worried the federal  

government will have too much power over the states. We are  afraid it will take away peopleôs rights . 

: The only way we can be safe against a federal government having too much power is by 

creating a Bill of Rights to protect the rights of the people and the states. The federal government can 

make laws to take power away from the states and the people; this is dangerous to liberty.  

We can hope that the federal government will be made up of good, fair people who wouldnôt take 

liberties, but how can we know what will happen in the future? Where is it written that their powers are 

limited? We must protect ourselves and liberties and make a Bill of Rights.  
 

Antifederalist No. 46, Fall 1787  

 

1.  What does a Bill of Rights do?  

 

A Bill of Rights lists the rights that the people and the states wil l always have. It protects the state and the 

people from the federal government.  

 

2.  Why does the writer think that it is needed? Do you agree? Why?  

 

They think itôs needed so that the federal government doesnôt make laws that take power from the people 

and the state, so that they are protected in the future. I do agree that itôs a good idea because you canôt see 

the future and know whatôs neededðyou can only protect yourself.  

 

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it per suade you, on a scale of 1 to 10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Answer Key: Possible responses  Evidence 1, ñYesò 

 

The Constitution should be ratified. It is the best form of government for us because it is 

based in the agreement  of the people. It will lead us well without having too much power.

: The Constitution limits p ower by splitting the government into three branches  or p arts . It 

does this because to put all powers in the same hands would create a dictatorship.  

 
 

Publius, February 1, 1788  

 

1.  How does Publius say the Constitution limits power?  

He says that it limits pow er because there are three government branches instead of one. This makes it so 

the branches have to share power instead of one branch having too much.  

 

2.  Why does Publius think three branches are necessary? Do you agree? Why?  

He is worried that if there wa s one branch of government it could have the unlimited power of a 

dictatorship. I do agree because if someone had the power to do anything they wanted, after a while they 

might decide it was ok to do things that werenôt good for the country. 

3.  Does this evi dence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to 10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Answer Key: Possible responses  Evidence 2, ñYesò 

 

The Constitution should be ratified. It is the best form of government for us because it is 

based in the agreement  of the people. It will lead us well without having too much power.

: The people are well protected because whatever laws Congress makes will also be for the 

political leaders and their friends. This is one of the strongest bonds that can connect rulers and the 

people together. It wi ll keep the government from controlling the people too much.  

 
 

Publius, February 19, 1788  

 

1.  How are the people and Congress connected, according to Publius?  

The people and Congress are connected because whatever laws Congress makes will also impact t hem, their 

families, and their friends.  

 

2.  Why does Publius think the people are protected from Congressô power? Do you agree? Why?  

He thinks this protects the people because then there wonôt be laws that control the people or limit their 

liberty too much.  I do agree. I wouldnôt make a law that would impact my family badly.  

 

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to 10?   

  

Important note: This quot e has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Answer Key: Possible responses  Evidence 3, ñYesò 

 

The Constitution should be ratified. It is the best form of government for us because it is 

based in the agreement  of the people. It will lead us well without having too much power.

: We fought for a fair and balanced government. We did not fight for a government with 

unlimited power. Our government will have p ower divided and balanced among the branches of 

government. There will be limits put in place so that each of the parts of government can help check and 

balance the other.  
 

Publius, February 1, 1788  

 

1.  What does Publius say the government will have?  

He says the government will have power divided among the branches of government. He says there will be 

limits and that the branches will watch each other to make sure power is balanced.  

 

2.  Why does Publius think it is good for the government to have power d ivided and balanced? Do you agree? Why?  

He thinks this makes a government that is fair and balanced and not one with unlimited power. I think itôs 

definitely a good idea to have power divided, but what if all of the branches decided to do something 

togeth er that would hurt liberty and take a lot of power from the people?  Iôm not sure itôs enough.   

 

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade you, on a scale of 1 to 10?   

  

I mportant note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Answer Key: Possible responses  Evidence 4, ñYesò 
 

The Constitution should be ratified. It is the best form of government for us because it is 

based in the agreement  of the people. It will lead us well without having too much power.

: The powers given to the federal government by the Constitution are few and canôt be 

changed . Also, the federal gove rnment will mostly deal with politics and money with other  governments. 

The workings of the federal government will really be important in times of war and national danger.  
 

The powers that are left to the states are many and unlimited. And the statesô powers will be all about 

the everyday lives of the people. The workings of the state governments will be important in times of 

peace and safety.  
 

Publius, January 26, 1788  

 

1.  Fill in the chart.  

Describe the powers  Few and can ôt b e changed  

 

Many and unlimited  

What does it deal 

with?  

Politics, money with foreign 

governments  

Everyday lives of the people  

When is it important?  In times of war and national danger  

 

Peace and safety  

2.  What is Publius trying to say by comparing the s tate and federal governments? Do you agree? Why?  

I think heôs trying to say that the Constitution limits the federal government a lot by having fixed powers 

and being important more in times of war than when there is peace. I do think that the states matt er more 

in the everyday lives of the people but it still seems like the federal government and their powers are 

important to people. It seems still very powerful to me.  

3.  Does this evidence persuade you that their claim is correct? How much does it persuade  you, on a scale of 1 to 10?   

  

Important note: This quote has been edited 

to make it easier for you to read.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Name          

 

Decision time: Do you think we should ratify the U .S. Constituti on?  

 

If you are having trouble, use your numbers to help you decide . Look back at the evidence pages, find each number, and 

record below.   

Evidence 1,  

ñNoò number: 

  

 

Evidence 1,  ñYesò 

number:  

 

Evidence 2, ñNoò 

number:  

 

 

Evidence 2, ñYesò 

number:  

 

Evidence 3, ñNoò 

number:  

 

 

Evidence 3, ñYesò 

number:  

 

Evidence 4, ñNoò 

number:  

 

 

Evidence 4, ñYesò 

number:  

 

Add up your ñNoò 

numbers:  

 

 

Add up your ñYesò 

numbers:  

 

 

Which number is  higher?  Do you think we should ratify the U .S. Constitution?  

 

 

In order to be PERSUASIVE about your point of view, you need to make a claim , explain your three pieces of evidence , then 

give your reasoning  telling why your evidence supports the claim , and finish with a concluding sentence . Once you have your 

ideas laid out, put them in a paragraph to submit to the New Hampshire ratifying  convention. Use the ñClaim, Evidence, 

Reasoning Paragraph HINT Sheetò to lay out your ideas.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Name          

Makes an accurate 

and complete claim   

Makes an accurate 

but vague or 

incomplete claim   

Makes an accurate 

but vag ue and 

incomplete claim  

Does not make a 

claim, or makes an 

unrelated or 

incorrect claim  

  

Includes 3 pieces 

of specific 

evidence, with  

quotes from 

sources  

Includes 2 pieces of 

specific evidence, 

may include quotes 

from sources  

Does not incl ude 

specific evidence or 

only includes 1 

piece of evidence  

Does not provide 

evidence or only 

gives unrelated or 

vague evidence  

  

Includes 3 pieces 

of specific 

reasoning, each 

connected to 

evidence  

Includes 2 pieces of 

reasoning, may be 

specific and 

connected to 

evidence   

Does not include 

specific reasoning 

or only connects to 

one piece of 

evidence   

Does not include 

reasoning or only 

gives unrelated or 

vague reasoning   

  

All writing  is clear , 

persuasive , and 

creatively 

expr esses ideas  

with conclusion  

Writing  is mostly 

clear, persuasive , 

and somewhat 

creative in 

expression  with 

conclusion  

Writing  is not very 

clear  or creative 

and is only partially 

persuasive , missing 

conclusion  

Writing  is not clear, 

persuasive, or 

creative in  

expression , missing 

conclusion  

  

Effort is obvious. 

Paragraph  is 

completed on time  

and has no spelling 

or grammar errors .  

Effort is present. 

Project is completed 

on time  and has few 

spelling or grammar 

errors.  

Some effort is 

present, but  more is 

needed. Project 

might be late  and 

have spelling and 

grammar errors .  

The product does 

not show significant 

effort. Project is 

late  and contains 

spelling and 

grammar errors.  
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Name         

¶ Directly answers the question: choose one  and circle it  

We should ratify the U .S. 

Constitution.  

We should not ratify the U .S. 

Constitution.  

 

¶ The informatio n that 

supports the claim  

¶ Use three specific 

examples, like quotes 

or ideas from the text  

 

 

List your three pieces of evidence here:  

For example,  

¶ Brutus/Centinel/Publius 

argues thaté 

¶ The quote says thaté  

¶ The idea ___________  

supports this claim.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Explains why the 

evidence supports the 

claim  

¶ Connects the evidence 

and claim  

 

Explain your reasoning why the evidence 

supports the claim here:  

 

For example,  

¶ Based on the evidence, we 

must decideé becauseé 

¶ The quote supports the 

claim beca useé 

¶ Brutusô/Centinelôs/Publiusô 

argument supports the 

claim becauseé 

¶ This proves the claim 

becauseé 
 

: Whatôs your big idea? 
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Lesson 6.5: Should We Ratify?  

 

Name         

Write your complete C -E-R Paragraph below.  
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New Hampshire Becomes the Ninth S tate , 1788  

Source: New Hampshire Historical Society  


