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Lesson 5.6: Revolutionary News Project  

 
 

 

An advertisement from the Freeman’s Oracle, 1789: 

To be sold: a good farm in Deerfield, about a half a mile from the Meeting-House; 

containing one hundred and thirty acres, with a good house and barnthereone. Has a saw-

mill and grist mill, with two privileges for other mills; well wooded and watered. 

 

 

Public health article in New Hampshire Spy, October 27, 1786: 

Observations and Remarks on the malignant Sore Throat of the two last and present year. 

At a time when a most pestilential and contagious disease is making its progress through a 

country, marking its way with the most calamitous circumstances, any attempt to 

investigate the real nature of the disorder, to mitigate its violence, and if possible, to 

prevent its destructive effects, is not only in itself laudable but a duty highly incumbent on 

those who have the lives of their nearest connections, friends, and neighbors, committed to 

their care. 

 

 

Items from New Hampshire Spy, December 22, 1786:  

Singing-School. Winthrop Bennet, Proposes to open a Signing School on Tuesday evening 

next, at the house of Mr. Thomas Chadbourn, Deer-Street, provided a suitable number of 

personal apply. Those who wish to be instructed in this sublime employment, are requested 

to call upon him at his house near the Ropewalks, where they will be informed of the terms. 

N.B. He desires, that those who are desirous of attending for the purpose of instruction, 

would apply as soon as possible.  

 

A Watch lost. Thursday Evening, was taken or stolen, a valuable Silver Watch. Whoever will 

return the same to the Subscriber, shall receive EIGHT DOLLARS Reward, SAMUEL 

CHAPMAN. Greenland.  

 

 

Public notice in the Freeman’s Oracle, January 25, 1788 

Samuel Bean, Post-Rider, Having contracted with the Public to convey the Mail every week 

from Portsmouth to Concord, by the way of Exeter and Haverhill; will leave the Office at 

Portsmouth, every Thursday at two o’clock, P.M. To arrive at Exeter that evening; Friday 

morning he will set out in Exeter and arrive at Haverhill, Massachusetts; from thence speed 

to Concord, in New-Hampshire, and return from Concord and arrive at Portsmouth on 

Wednesday evenings. Any gentleman that may incline to take either the New-Hampshire 

papers, may be regularly supplied by said plan, and any businesses entrusted to his care, 

shall be faithfully attended to.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source for all items: New Hampshire Historical Society 
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Name           

 

 

• Name of newspaper 

• Date of publication 

• News story #1: the most important news story 

your paper has today 

• News story #2: the second most important news 

story 

• Editorial: an article written by a member of the 

newspaper staff giving their opinion on a current 

event topic  

Your newspaper must have a total of six (6) optional points.  

 

• (2 points) Biography: telling about an important 

person in the time period 

• (2 points) Summary of events of the war: a 

timeline showing what has happened so far 

• (2 points) Human interest piece: a positive, 

emotional story about someone’s achievements or 

struggles 

• (1 point) Political cartoon: a drawing that shows 

some current event topic in a comical or ironic light 

• (2 points) Other news stories about current topics, 

such as the government or in the town 

• (1 point) Two advertisements 

• (2 points) Letters from readers: a section where 

people from the community write in about topics of 

the town or country 

• (2 points) Poems: should be Revolutionary War 

focused 

• Since newspapers were expensive to print, articles couldn’t take up too much space. They were brief, usually only a 

paragraph or two.  

• Newspapers printed during the American Revolution generally tried to show both sides of the story, but some were 

strongly loyalist or patriot. What kind of paper will yours be?   

• Take care your articles reflect the date of your paper. Is it at the beginning of the war, the middle, or the end? 

• There were not many visuals in 18th-century newspapers, since all visuals had to be carved onto blocks for printing. 

Visuals (like cartoons and advertisements) should be simple. 

• Be creative and have fun! Articles need to be factual but feel free to invent details.   
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Name                    

Your contributions to the project:                

 

All necessary 

articles are included 

and are thorough. 

Meet project 

guidelines. Contain 

detailed 

information. 

A few articles are 

missing. Articles meet 

project guidelines; 

include some details 

and are sort-of 

thorough.  

Some important 

information is missing 

and/or articles are 

too general. Mostly 

meet project 

guidelines. 

Does not include 

necessary articles 

and/or does not 

meet project 

guidelines. 

  

Newspaper 

creatively expresses 

information. Uses a 

variety of types of 

articles.  

Newspaper expresses 

the information. Uses 

more than one type of 

article. 

Newspaper expresses 

information but needs 

more creativity. 

Mostly has one kind 

of article. 

Newspaper does 

not show much 

creativity. Has only 

one kind of article.  

  

All information is 

correct. Includes 

extra material to 

create thorough 

newspaper. 

Information is correct 

but does not include 

extra material.  

Information is only 

mostly correct and 

does not include 

extra material.  

Information is 

mostly incorrect.  
  

All information is 

clear, easy to 

understand, and 

realistically 

presented. 

Information is mostly 

clear, understandable, 

and realistic.  

Information is not 

very clear and is only 

partially realistic.  

Information is not 

understandable and 

not very realistic.  

  

Effort is obvious. 

Project is completed 

on time.  

Effort is present. 

Project is completed 

on time. 

Some effort is 

present, but more is 

needed. Project might 

be late.  

The product does 

not show significant 

effort. Project is 

late.  

  

Comments:  
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Names         

 

What is the name and date of your paper?  

 

              
 

 

 

 

News story #1 

 

 

  

 

 

News story #2 

 

 

  

 

 

Editorial 

 

 

  

(Optional feature name) 

 

 

 

Points:  

  

(Optional feature name) 

 

 

 

Points:  

  

(Optional feature name)  

 

 

 

 

Points:  

  

(Optional feature name)  

 

 

 

 

Points:  

  

 

Total optional points:  
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Once you’ve completed the Article Plan, you’re ready to start writing the article. Great job!  

1. What is the name of your article or drawing?  

 

 

 

2. Who is the author? Is it you or a made-up character? 

 

 

 

3. What is the big idea of the article or drawing?  

 

 

 

 

 

4. What three ideas need to be included?  

 

 

 

 

 

 


