
Fort William and Mary Recruitment Advertisement  

• What does Captain Cochran include in the 
advertisement to get people interested in 
joining his troops?  

 
• Look closely at the text. They use one letter 

differently than we do. What is the letter? 
And what letter do we use instead? 

This is a newspaper advertisement from the 
New Hampshire Gazette, asking for soldiers to 
come work at Fort William and Mary, a British 
fort in Portsmouth. 
 
This advertisement was published on April 17, 
1772 by Captain John Cochran, the commander 
of the fort. 
 
There were only a few other soldiers assigned 
to work with Captain Cochran, so he put this 
advertisement in the newspaper to try and get 
more soldiers to man the fort. 

Forts were sometimes called  
castles, which is why the name 
of this fort appears as “Castle of 
William and Mary” in the        
advertisement.  


