Farms to Summer Homes
In the late 1800s, many Granite
Staters gave up on farming in New
Hampshire and either moved to
the cities where they got jobs in
factories or businesses or tried
farming in the Midwest.
Many of the people who left
abandoned their farms. In fact,
there were so many abandoned
farms that the State of New
Hampshire started printing a
booklet of farms for sale. They
sent the booklet all over the
northeastern United States to try
to convince people to move to
New Hampshire.

Since the state was already a
popular tourist destination,
wealthy people from cities like
Boston, New York, and Philadelphia
bought many of these abandoned
farms and turned them into
summer homes.

Answer the
questions by
reading this
advertisement,
published in the
“New Hampshire
Farms for Sale”
booklet in 1920.
Then make your
decision if you
want to buy it
and use it as a
summer house,
a farm, or
something else!
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If you were a farmer, what natural products does this property produce?
How much land is for sale with this property?
How many rooms does the house have?
What features does the house have that might make it comfortable to stay
there?
The advertisement suggests using the property not as a summer home for one
family but as something else related to tourism. What is that suggestion?
Why would tourists possibly like the location of this property? What is nearby?
There are clues in this advertisement about where in New Hampshire this
property was located. Can you figure out what region of the state it was in?
What is the price of this property? Do you think that amount is a lot of
money for a property like this or a little bit of money? Can you guess how
much a property like this might sell for today?

