
In  the  Ind i an  l anguage the  mean i ng of  

"Asquam" i s  "sh i n i ng water s , "  and su re l y  no 

name cou l d  be t te r  descr i be  the  beaut i fu l  

l ake  of  spa rk l i ng b l ue ,  wh i ch ,  nest l i ng 

among the  nob l e  Wh i te  Mounta i ns ,  i s  dot t ed 

w i th  numerous  i s l ands .  Upon  one  of  these  

i s l ands  i s  Camp Chocorua ,  so ca l l ed  f rom 

the  mounta i n  o f  that  name , —the  h i ghest  

poi n t  to  be  seen  i n  the  cha i n  of  h i l l s        

i nc l os i ng the  l ake .  

 

Some f i ve  years  ago i t  was  dec i ded to      

es tab l i sh  on  th i s  i s l and a  summer camp fo r  

boys ,  the  te rm to beg i n  i n  June,  and t o  end 

about  the  ten th  of  Septembe r.  The  f i rs t  

summer the  camp opened w i th  some       

ha l f-dozen  boy s .  Last  season ,  twenty - f i ve  

man l y  l i t t l e  f e l l ows tumbl ed i n  and out  o f  

the  l ake ,  l i ke  water  b rown i es ,  per fe c t l y  

f ear l ess ,  padd l i ng canoes  wh i ch  had been  

made by  themse l ves ,  sw imming and g rowi ng 

act i ve  and hea l thy  i n  the  s t rong,  pu re  

mounta i n  a i r .  

 

The Boys’ Paradise: 
A Summer Visitor’s Account of Camp Chocorua 

Note: Elizabeth Balch’s brother 

Ernest was the founder of 

Camp Chocorua. She visited 

the camp one summer and 

wrote this article about the  

experience the camp offered 

boys. The article was        

published in St. Nicholas   

Magazine, vol. 13, no. 8   

(June 1886). 

The article has been edited to 

make it easier to read. 



L i f e  a t  Camp Chocorua i s  a  busy  one.  The re  a re  no 

"book  l essons ,"  to  be  su re;  bu t  a  good many  th i ngs  

are  taught  that  are  not  a lways  to  be  f ound i n  books .  

To beg i n  w i th ,  brac i ng mounta i n  a i r  and act i ve  out -

of -door  l i f e  g i ve  a  keen  appet i te ,  and i t  i s  no smal l  

undert ak i ng to  p rov i de  food fo r  twenty  o r  th i r ty  

hungry  mouths .  Then ,  t oo,  the  t i n  d i shes  and p l a tes  

i n  whi ch  the  food i s  cooked and  eaten  have  t o  be  c l eaned and kept  

i n  orde r ,  and "d i sh -wash i ng"  there f ore  becomes a  necess i ty .  The  

k i t chen-beach  i s  a  l i ve l y  pl ace  at  these  t imes.  

 

In  the  ca rpent er 's  shop,  the re  i s  work  of  v ar i ous  k i nds  t o  be  done;  

canoes  a re  bu i l t ,  bu t  no boy  i s  a l l owed t o  padd l e  o r  sa i l  a  canoe   

unt i l  he  i s  adept  a t  sw imming,  and can  be  t rusted to  t ake  ca re  of  

h imse l f  i n  the  water .  Th i s  ru l e  i s  one  of  the  s t r i c tes t  i n  camp.  

 

The  Golden  Rod  i s  the  camp newspape r.  I t  i s  ed i ted and ent i r e l y  

conducted by  the  boys .  

 

The boy s  a re  d i v i ded i n to  four  c rews,  and the se  c rews unde rtake  i n  

tu rn  the  d i f f e ren t  k i nds  o f  work :  one  day ,  the  cook i ng;  the  nex t ,  

d i sh -wash i ng;  the  th i rd ,  po l i ce  duty ,  wh i ch  i nc l udes  the  t i dy i ng of  

beaches,  and a l l  work  a ss i gned  to  no othe r  c rew .  The  fou rth  day  i s  

"of f  du ty ."  Th i s  changes the  k i nd of  work  done da i l y ,  and yet  g i ves  

each  boy  a  chance  of  l earn i ng a l l  the  tasks .   

 

The boy s  s l eep i n  wooden  bu i l d i ngs ,  

wh i ch  are  roofed ove r ,  bu t  tho rough l y  

vent i l a ted,  and the  l ads  seem cozy  

enough l y i ng cur l ed up i n  army  b l ankets  

or  on  mat t res ses  p l aced on  the  f l oor .  

They  may,  i f  they  w i sh ,  take  a  d i p  i n  

the  l ake  be fore  b reak fast ,  and no one  

who has  not  t r i ed  i t  can  rea l i ze  the       

br i gh ten i ng,  b rac i ng,  "waken i ng -up"   

e f fec t  o f  that  morn i ng d i p!   How i t  

c l ears  the  b ra i n  and i nv i gora te s  the  

body ,  mak i ng one  fee l  equa l  to  a l l  

th i ngs ,  s t rong and ready  t o  do!  The  

regu l ar  morn i ng sw im does  not  take  

p l ace  unt i l  l a te r , —about  e l even  o ' c l ock ,  

a f te r  the  camp work  i s  compl e ted.  A l l  

th rough the  week  the  boys  may  wear  shoes  

and s t ock i ngs ,  o r  they  may  go ba re foot ,  



jus t  a s  they  happen  t o  fancy ,  and the  camp costume cons i s t s  o f  a  

gray  f l anne l  sh i r t  and short  t rousers .  

 

On Sundays ,  however ,  they  a l l  wear ,  i n  add i t i on ,  scar l e t  s t ock i ngs ,  

and s ca r l e t  caps ,  wh i l e  thei r  gray  sh i r t s  a re  l aced w i th  sca r l e t  

co rds .  A  bonny  c rew they  l ook ,  as  they  push  of f  i n  the  "church  boat "  

a t  th ree  o 'c l ock ,  to  meet ,  a t  Cox 's  beach ,  ha l f  a  m i l e  away ,  any   

v i s i tors  f rom the  ne i ghbor i ng hote l  or  fa rm -houses  who may  w i sh  to  

jo i n  i n  the  Sunday  se rv i ces .  These  a re  conducted i n  a  l ove l y  spot  

ca l l ed  the  "chape l , "  on  the  far t her  s i de  

of  the  i s l and.  Rust i c  seat s  a re  ranged 

around an  open  space ,  i n  the  center  o f  

wh i ch ,  above  a  rock  fo rming a  natura l   

a l tar ,  r i ses  a  l a rge  cross  made of  wh i te  

b i rch .  Th i s  a l tar  i s  dressed w i th  l eaves  

and f l owers  by  the  boy s ,   be fo re  the   

serv i ce  beg i ns;  and a f te r  the  l i t t l e     

congregat i on  i s  assembl ed,  one  hears     

i n  the  d i s tance  c l ear  young vo i ces     

s i ng i ng some p rocess i ona l  hymn,  and 

a l ong a  path  th rough  the  woods,  w i th   

the  sun l i gh t  danc i ng i n  and out  among 

the   branches ,  the  boys  come neare r  and 

neare r .  Then  they  take  the i r  p l aces  a t  the  p l ace  appo i n ted fo r  the  

cho i r ,  wh i l s t  Mr .  E rnest  Ba l ch  takes  h i s  on  the  other  s i de  of  the     

f l ower -decked rock ,  and reads  the  serv i ce .  

 

The of fe r to ry  made at  these  se rv i ces  goes  t o  the  d i f f e ren t  cha r i t i es  

cont r i bu ted t o  by  the  camp,  and more  than  one  s i ck  boy  o r  g i r l  i n  

d i f f e ren t  hosp i ta l s  have  wh i l ed  away  hou rs   o f  l one l i ness  and     

su f fe r i ng by  read i ng  St.  N icholas ,  whi ch  those  happy ,  hea l thy  boys  

at  Camp Chocorua have  sent  them as  a  so l ace  i n  the i r  pa i n .  Sunday  

af te rnoon i s  devoted to  w r i t i ng     

l e t te rs  to  home - f o l k ,  and i n  the   

even i ng,  a t  p raye rs ,  Mr.  Ba l ch  has     

a  qu i e t  ta l k  w i th the  boys  i n  the    

chape l .  

 

The summer sport s  take  p l ace  i n    

August ,  and cons i s t  o f  f an cy       

sw imming and d i v i ng,  

canoe  and boat  rac i ng,  

base -ba l l  and tenn i s .  

Last  yea r  the  parents  



and f r i ends  of  the  boys ,  t o  the  number o f  one  

hundred,  accepted the  i nv i ta t i on  of  the  camp,  

and d i ned the re  a t  the  conc l us i on  of  the  

sport s ,  whi ch  l as ted two days .  

 

A few weeks  l a te r  some l i t t l e  pl ays  were  a c ted 

by  the  boys .  These  we re  ve ry  c l ever  product i ons ,  

and they  we re  exce l l en t l y  per formed .  The  p r i ce  

o f  admi ss i on  was modest l y  p l aced at  f i f t een  

cents ,  bu t  the  v i s i tors  gave  more  than  that ,  

s i nce  the  ob jec t  o f  the  en te r ta i nment  was  t o  add 

to  money  a l ready  co l l ec ted wh i ch  was t o  be     

devoted t o  endowing a  bed i n  a  ch i l dren ' s  f ree  

hosp i ta l ,  so  soon  as  the  requ i red amount  cou l d  be  ra i sed.  A  huge  

bon f i re  was  bu rn i ng b r i gh t l y  on  the  sho re ,  and dozens  of  r ed -

capped boy s  dart i ng about  i n  i ts  ruddy  b l aze ,  p roved a  p i c tu re sque  

cont ra s t  to  the  great  wh i te  moon as  i t  r ose  s l ow l y  above  the   

mounta i ns  and th rew a  b road band of  s i l ve ry  l i gh t  acros s  the  l ake ,  

whi l e  f rom boat  t o  boat  cheery  "good -n i ghts"  rang ove r  the  wa ter  

as  the  guests  who had en joyed the  even i ng 's  f es t i v i t i es  were  rowed 

to  shore .  

 

These  cha r i t i es  a t  Camp Chocorua mean,  i n  the  pure st  sen se  o f    

the  words ,  "he l p i ng othe rs  out  o f  one 's  own s to re ,"  fo r  the  money  

cont r i bu ted by  the  boy s  i s  the i r  own,  fa i r l y  earned by  them t o  do 

w i th  as  they  p l ease .  Once  i n  camp,  an  equa l  week l y  a l l owance  i s  

g i ven  to  every  boy ,  no mat t er  what  may  be  the  d i f f e rence  i n  the i r  

pa rents '  means.  Th i s  a l l owance  i s  smal l ,  and i f  more  money  i s     

des i red ,  e i ther  fo r  candy ,  o r  soda water ,  o r  a s  a  cont r i bu t i on  to  the  

char i t i es ,  o r  t o  buy  mate r i a l s  for  a  new canoe ,  or  t o  pu rchase  a   

canoe  a l ready  bu i l t ,—for  any  ex t ra  l uxury  i n  fac t , —the  boy  w i th  

such  des i res  i s  ob l i ged to  earn  the  money  needed ,  and work  wh i ch  

i s  pa i d  for  a t  the  regu l ar  ra te  o f  wages  f o r  l abo r  w i l l  a lways  be   

fu rn i shed h im whereby  he  can  earn  i t .  Cont racts  can  be  taken  for  

l evel i ng paths ,  o r  bu i l d i ng wa l l s ,  or  any th i ng e l se  wh i ch  i s  needed 

at  the  camp,  and the  money  ea rned by  such  work  i s  depos i ted  i n  

the  Choco rua Bank  by  the  boy  earn i ng i t .  Aga i nst  th i s  amount  on  

depos i t ,  he  d raws h i s  check  i n  s t r i c t  bus i ness  f ash i on ,  wh i ch  check  

i s  du l y  honored and cashed.  I f  a t  the  end of  the  te rm any  surp l us  

remai ns  to  h i s  c red i t ,  he  has  en t i re  r i gh t  to  d i spose  of  i t  as  he  may  

choose ,  bu t  no money  f rom home i s  granted a  boy  exceed i ng the  

or i g i na l  sum st i pu l a ted as  h i s  week l y  a l l owance .  Jus t  as  men work  



and make money ,  and l earn  how to use  that  money  i n  the  out er  

wor l d ,  so do these  boys  work ,  and make money  and u se  i t  i n  th i s  

m in i a tu re  wor l d  a t  Camp Chocorua .  By  the  t ime they  are  ready  to  

en ter  a  l a rge r  sphe re  i n  l i f e ,  they  know and app rec i a te  the  worth  of  

money  honest l y  earned ,  and unders tand the  t rue  ar t  o f  spend i ng i t .  

 

Lest  the  boys  shou l d  i n  t ru th  become 

very  wate r -sp r i tes ,  they  go,  t oward the  

end of  the  te rm,  f o r  a  week 's  t ramp 

over  the  h i l l s .  A  l a rge  canvas - topped 

wagon,  drawn by  oxen ,  ca r r i es  b l ankets  

and p rov i s i ons ,  and any  boys  who g row 

t i red and f oot -sore  can  have  a  l i f t  when  

they  fee l  l i ke  i t .  They  camp out  a t  n i gh t  

and have  many  amus i ng adventures  by  

day;  and at  the  d i f f e ren t  fa rmhouses  to  

wh i ch  they  come i n  the i r  wande r i ngs ,  

f resh  mi l k  i s  w i l l i ngl y  fu rn i shed to  the  

jo l l y ,  brown - f aced ,  red -capped l ads ,  

who make the  h i l l s  r i ng  cheer i l y  w i th  

the i r  songs  and l aughte r .  Each  year  the  

youngest  boy  of  the  whol e  pa rt y  i s  ca l l ed  the  camp “ i n fan t , ”  and i s  

acco rded seve ra l  ex t ra  pr i v i l eges ,  not  the  l east  o f  wh i ch  i s  the  r i gh t  

of  tas t i ng the  i ce  c ream whenever  i t  i s  made,  w i thout  hav i ng been  

ob l i ged to  a ss i s t  i n  mak i ng i t .  

 

Were I  a  boy ,  the  l i f e  a t  Camp Chocorua wou l d  be  my i dea of  a  

thorough l y  good t ime,  combin ing as  i t  does  p l en ty  o f  fun ,  and  a  

f ree ,  open -a i r  l i f e ,  w i th the  acqu i s i t i on  of  much use fu l  knowl edge 

f or  one 's  se l f ,  and the  hab i t  o f  exerc i s i ng a  thought fu l  he l p fu lness  

for  othe rs .   

• After reading the description of the summer at Camp Chocorua, what stands out 

to you? What do you notice? 

• Make a list of the activities and chores the boys do throughout the summer. How 

would you categorize your list into different groups? 

• In the last paragraph, the author says she would like to go to camp. What are 

her reasons? Find two pieces of evidence in the reading to support each of her 

reasons.  

• Would you like to go to Camp Chocorua? Why or why not?  


