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After many years of hard work, you have made a life for yourself in the new country. Congratulations! Now, relatives from back 

home are struggling and writing to ask for your advice about immigrating.  

 

Your group will decide together how to respond to your relatives. Fortunately, you are now an expert on immigration in New 

Hampshire. Read their letters carefully and consider how you could respond to them. You may use whatever could realistically 

be sent in the mail in 1890 at little expense to tell them about immigration. You could:   

 

• Write letters to respond to their questions 

• Send them drawings or photographs, poems or songs to show them about life in the United States 

• Show them relevant newspaper clippings or excerpts from your journal to give them more information  

• Send them small items from your immigration experience or from life in New Hampshire  

 

They will write you four letters. Until you receive them, you cannot predict what they will write about, but it is safe to assume 

they will ask you about:  

 

1. What it was like to immigrate to New Hampshire  

2. What jobs and housing are available where you live 

3. What the community is like and how people in the state treat you 

4. Your advice: Are you glad you immigrated? What do they need to know? 

 

When you respond to them, make sure that: 

  

• You have one response per letter to make four total responses 

• You answer their questions with details from your knowledge 

• You use your expertise about immigration from this unit to be as factual and specific as possible 

• You are creative and have fun; it’s ok to make up small details to make your story believable but do not change 

history! 

• You work cooperatively with your group to make decisions and share the workload 
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Your contributions to the project:                
 

 

All responses are 

included and are 

thorough. Meets 

project guidelines. 

Contains detailed 

information. 

A few responses are 

missing. Meets 

project guidelines; 

includes some 

details and is sort-

of thorough.  

Some important 

information is 

missing and/or too 

general in responses. 

Mostly meets project 

guidelines. 

Does not respond 

appropriately 

and/or does not 

meet project 

guidelines. 

  

Original product 

creatively expresses 

information. Uses a 

variety of types of 

responses.  

Original product 

expresses the 

information. Uses 

more than one type 

of response. 

Product expresses 

information but 

needs more 

creativity. Mostly 

responds in one way. 

Product does not 

show much 

creativity. 

Responds only in 

one way.  

  

All information is 

correct. Includes 

extra material to 

answer questions. 

Information is 

correct but does not 

include extra 

material.  

Information is only 

mostly correct and 

does not include 

extra material.  

Information is 

mostly incorrect.  
  

All information is 

clear, easy to 

understand, and 

realistically 

presented. 

Information is 

mostly clear, 

understandable, 

and realistic.  

Information is not 

very clear and is only 

partially realistic.  

Information is not 

understandable 

and not very 

realistic.  

  

Effort is obvious. 

Project is completed 

on time.  

Effort is present. 

Project is completed 

on time. 

Some effort is 

present, but more is 

needed. Project 

might be late.  

The product does 

not show 

significant effort. 

Project is late.  

  

Comments:  
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Group Members:              Portsmouth Group 

 

 

 
 

Your name is Yakov Levich, and you have 

lived in Portsmouth, NH, for 15 years. You 

have a wife, Sarah, and some children. You 

immigrated in 1891 from Russia because of 

religious oppression and harsh laws against 

Jews. You met Sarah once you arrived in 

Portsmouth, and the two of you married in 

1894. Her family immigrated from Russia 

as well, and her cousins helped her come 

here. You have a small Jewish grocery 

story, and your wife and children help in 

the business whenever they can. 

Portsmouth has a Jewish community and 

you worship with other men at people’s 

homes. Your sister, Natasha Shestov, has 

recently written you from the homeland 

asking for your advice and your help.   
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Group Members:              Berlin Group 

 

 

Your name is Leonie Bouchard, and you have lived in Berlin, 

NH, for 14 years. You have a husband, Anton, and a family. 

You immigrated in 1854 with your parents from French-

speaking Canada because of a lack of opportunity and jobs. 

You met Anton once you arrived in Berlin, and you two 

married in 1858. Anton is also from French Canada, and he 

works as a logger, which is dangerous but profitable. You take 

in mending and sewing jobs to help the family while you take 

care of your children. Some of them work in the paper mills. 

Berlin has a strong French-Canadian community with a 

Catholic church, although sometimes you feel the settled 

townspeople are intolerant. Your brother, Andre Marcoux, has 

recently written you from the homeland asking for your advice 

and your help.   
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Group Members:              Manchester Group 

 

 

 

Your name is Cathleen Kenefick, and 

you have lived in Manchester, NH, for 

four years. You have a husband, Liam, 

and a family. You immigrated in 1845 

from Ireland because of failing crops 

and famine. You and Liam immigrated 

with two children, and you have 

grown your family since then. Liam 

works in a textile mill with the two 

oldest children, and you care of the 

young ones while taking in laundry to 

make extra money. You enjoy the 

Irish community in Manchester, 

although sometimes the settled 

townspeople are intolerant of your 

Catholic religion. Your cousin, Niall 

McGowan, has recently written you 

from the homeland asking for your 

advice and your help.   
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Portsmouth Letter 1 

 



      

moose.nhhistory.org  

 
Lesson 12.7: Immigration Expert Project   

   

 

Portsmouth Letter 2 
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Portsmouth Letter 3 
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Portsmouth Letter 4 
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Berlin Letter 1 
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Berlin Letter 2 
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Berlin Letter 3 
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Berlin Letter 4 

 



      

moose.nhhistory.org  

 
Lesson 12.7: Immigration Expert Project   

 

 

 

Manchester Letter 1 
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Manchester Letter 2 
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Manchester Letter 3 
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Manchester Letter 4 

 


