
How were things made before industrialization? 

 

This woman is 

working on a 

hand loom. She 

moves the 

parts of the 

loom with her 

hands and by 

pressing on 

pedals at her 

feet.  

This boy is learning how to make 

shoes from a cordwainer. Every step 

of the shoe-making process is done by 

hand, one shoe at a time. Before the 

Industrial Revolution, cordwainers   

often made the entire shoe, from raw 

material to finished product.  

This horse is hitched to 

a large wooden wheel 

that is grinding the 

wheat into grain. As the 

horse walks around the 

circle, the wheel turns 

and presses down on the 

wheat, which breaks the 

wheat into little pieces. 


