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Name

Human and Physical Features

What is a human feature? What is a physical feature?

Name of map Visible human features Visible phuysical feature
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Reflection

1) What is the difference between a physical and a human feature?

2) On which maps did you observe more human features? More physical features? Why do you think that is?

3) What is the purpose of human features?

4) When you look at maps smaller in scale, what do you notice about the human features and nearby physical features?
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Answer Key

Human and Physical Features

What is a human feature?

(noun) An element added to Earth’s surface by people,
usually to provide shelter, create borders, or support

transportation

What is a physical feature?

(noun) A naturally occurring feature on Earth’s surface
such as a landform or body of water

Name of map

Visible human features

Visible physical feature

Example:
United States at
Night

Possible answers include:
e Borders for country and states
e Sources of electric light

Possible answers include:
« Distinct shape of land with coastline,
peninsulas, and islands
e Large bodies of water like oceans and
gulfs

Example:
New Hampshire

Possible answers include:
¢ Major roadways

Possible answers include:
¢ Elevation changes, mountain ranges

Concord, NH,
USA

e Buildings

¢ Roadways

e Bridges

¢ Cleared areas of land

e Borders for country and states o Lakes
e Ocean
e Islands
Example: Possible answers include: Possible answers include:
New Hampshire ¢ Sources of electric light ¢ Coastline
at Night e Ocean
Example: Possible answers include: Possible answers include:

¢ Rivers
e Forest cover
e Lakes
¢ Ponds
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Reflection

1)

What is the difference between a physical and a human feature?

A physical feature is something on the earth that exists without humans, like a river or a mountain. A
human feature is something on the earth that was created by humans, like lights in a city or a bridge over
a river.

2)

On which maps did you observe more human features? More physical features? Why do you think that is?

Possible response: I saw more human features on Concord, NH, map and more physical features from
maps that were a larger scale, like the United States map or the world map. This might be because human
features are usually small and harder to see from very high up.

3)

What is the purpose of human features?

Human features are built by humans to help them live on the earth. Human features help people travel
around or get food or shelter. Some are for entertainment or for fun, and some might be for government
or religion.

4)

When you look at maps smaller in scale, what do you notice about the human features and nearby physical features?

Possible response: Yes, from above I can see some human features are planned in certain ways to work
with physical features. A city could be built next to good farming land or a state border could be drawn
along a river. I think people try to work with physical features of the land because it's easier and better
for their lives.
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Where Am | in the World?

Use the words from the word bank to title each map. Then, add a star to each map to show your location on the map.

United States

World New Hampshire

North America

Title:

Title:

HILLSBOROUGH

BELKNAP
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Remember: Use the word bank to choose a title for each map. Then, add a star to show your location on the map.

Title:

Title:
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Name Answer Key

Where Am | in the World?

Use the words from the word bank to title each map. Then, add a star to each map to show your location on the map.

United States World New Hampshire North America

Title: New Hampshire Title: United States
Sample location shown with star at Concord, NH.

BELKNAP

ROCKINGHAM

HILLSBOROUGH
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Remember: Use the word bank to choose a title for each map. Then, add a star to show your location on the map.

Title: North America

Title: World




