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Lesson: Summer Sun and Fun 
(To follow Amplify CKLA K, Knowledge 8: Seasons and Weather, Lesson 4: Summer) 

 

At a Glance In this lesson, students will analyze historic postcards of summer activities in New 
Hampshire and create a postcard to describe their favorite summer activities. 
 

Primary Focus 
Objectives 

• Students will analyze historic postcards. 
• Students will define a postcard and discuss its purpose. 
• Students will design and write a postcard about a summer activity. 

 
Formative 
Assessment 

• Group discussion 
• Postcard creation  

 
Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1 

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and 
supply some information about the topic. 
 

Materials • Infographic: The Four Seasons 
• Thermometer diagram 
• Focus Text: Unit 1: New Hampshire Geography, Learn It! “NH Climate”, p. 6  
• Vocabulary Card: Postcard 
• Focus Text Facts: Summer Memories 
• Postcard template 

 
Time Needed One to two 30-40 minute sessions 

Learning Activity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Share the infographic and mark the thermometer. Project “The Four 
Seasons” and read aloud the section about summer. Distribute the 
thermometer diagram and help students shade in the high temperature 
range for summer in New Hampshire and illustrate the prompt. (10 minutes) 
 

2. Read aloud the Focus Text. Project the Learn It! page and read the text 
aloud. Share the Vocabulary Card and discuss the word “postcard.” (10 
minutes) 

 
3. Analyze the historic postcards. Project Focus Text Facts: Summer 

Memories and guide students through a Notice and Wonder exercise for each 
of the postcards. (15 minutes) 

 
4. Mason’s Challenge: Create summer postcards. Distribute the postcard 

templates and support students as they cut out, illustrate, and dictate or 
write a message on their postcards. Paste completed postcards along the left 
edge to a new page so both sides can be viewed. (25 minutes) 

 
5. Add pages to book. Help students add their completed thermometer 

diagrams and postcard pages to their “Four Seasons in New Hampshire” 
books. If your class has not already started the book project, see Moose x 
Amplify Lesson: Winter Snow and Ice for details and a cover page. (5 
minutes) 

https://moose.nhhistory.org/Moose/media/Default/Documents%20and%20PDFs/Unit-1-docs/U1-IG-FourSeasons.pdf
https://moose.nhhistory.org/units/new-hampshire-geography/learning#tab-2
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Educator Rationale and Answer Guide 

 

Connection to 
Amplify 

This lesson extends the skills developed in Amplify CKLA K, Knowledge 8: 
Seasons and Weather, Lesson 4: Summer. Students apply their understanding of 
the characteristics of summer weather to text and images specifically about the 
summer months in New Hampshire. Students investigate postcards as a form of 
communication and after examining historic postcards of summer in New 
Hampshire, illustrate and write their own summer postcards. 
 

Share the 
infographic and 
mark the 
thermometer.  

Ensure the “Four Seasons” infographic is large enough that students can match 
the lowest and highest numbers of the high temperature range to the marks on 
their diagrams. Give students time to draw an outdoor activity they enjoy in 
summer. 
 
 

Read the Focus Text 
and discuss the 
Vocabulary Card 

Project page 6 of “NH Climate” in the Learn It! section of Unit 1: New Hampshire 
Geography. This brief text offers a variety of details about summer in New 
Hampshire. Encourage students to reflect about details they connect with. Tell 
students the image on the page is a postcard. Ask if they have ever received or 
sent a postcard. Talk about why people send postcards and why summer might 
be a time when lots of postcards are sent through the mail.  
 

Analyze the historic 
postcards 

Project Focus Text Facts: Summer Memories. Read the text aloud. Conduct a 
brief notice and wonder exercise for both postcard images by asking students to 
share what they notice in the image and what it makes them wonder. Encourage 
students to be specific when they share, using details from the image to support 
their comments. Share facts about the postcards: the beach is Hampton Beach 
by the Atlantic Ocean and the boats are in the harbor in Gilford near Lake 
Winnipesaukee. Ask students why someone might have chosen these postcards 
to send to a friend or family member and what kind of message might have 
been written on the other side.  
 
This is a good place to pause if dividing the lesson across two class sessions. 
 

Mason’s Challenge: 
Create summer 
postcards 

Distribute the postcard templates and support students as they cut them out 
along the dotted lines. Students might create an illustration on the blank side of 
something they have done in the summer or something they would like to do, 
like a dream vacation. On the reverse side, students should write or dictate a 
message about the place or activity they illustrated. They should write the name 
of the person to whom they would send the postcard on the address line. 
Finished postcards should be glued to another piece of paper along the indicated 
spot. 
 

Add pages to books Help students as they add the thermometer page and postcard pages to their 
collated books.  
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Name __________________________________________________ 

Summer in New Hampshire 

In summer, I like to… 
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Focus Text Facts

Summer Memories

Mason’s
Challenge

Have you ever sent or received a postcard? Why do you think people like to send
postcards? Create a postcard that shows and tells about a special summer memory. 

These images are postcards. They show places in New Hampshire that people like to visit in the
summer. Someone chose these postcards to mail to a friend. Look closely at each image. What do you
notice? What do you wonder?

This is Hampton Beach. It is on the Atlantic Ocean. This is a harbor on Lake Winnipesaukee.
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Postcard 
Definition: A small rectangular card that can be sent in the 
mail without an envelope. 
 

How to use it: While I was on vacation at the beach, I sent a 
postcard to my grandmother to tell her about my trip. 

 

address message 

stamp 
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